
Hill Day 2012 

 

 

1st Annual Hill Day Huge Success  
  

 The Iowa Automotive Recyclers hosted the 1
st

 Annual Hill Day in Des Moines on January 
12, 2012. Lobbyist, Jim Piazza, Jr. organized the breakfast and set up meetings with legislative 
leadership throughout the day. Members and staff invited their delegation to attend the 7 -9 am 
breakfast in the Legislative Dining Room located in the basement near the entrance doors. The 
location was great and we received many invited guests and drop in visitors. The Senate caucus 

staffers assisted in making Senators aware of our event plus an announcement was made.  

 

 Special guest included Jorge Conforme and Andreas Heiss from the LKQ Corporation  
Government Affairs department. Jorge and Andreas were professional and knowledgeable repre-
sentatives of the auto salvage business. They often fielded the difficult and controversial issues 
when framing our industry information for those Legislators that were not quite up to date on the 
high tech industry automotive recycling has become. We very much appreciate their support.  

 

 It was our Lobbyist, Jim Piazza Jr. that really shined brightly on the first cold wintry day 
this winter. Jim opened doors and was warmly welcomed by leadership and district Senators and 
Representatives. Jorge and Andreas complimented Jim and IAR on having a Lobbyist who could 
articulate the professional automotive recycler disparities with eloquence and in manner to make 

those outside the industry understand what challenges we face.  

 

 January 12, 2012  

 
 

Of course no recap would be complete without a THANK YOU to Mike Swift for initiating the Hill 

Day event and for getting up at the crack of dawn to bring in the Krispy Kreme donuts and coffee. 

Thanks Mike! And thank you to President Brent Nugent, Vice President Tracy Hurst, Tom Snyder, 

Tom Losee and Scott Frank for attending. We will expect to see more next  year! by Sue Schauls  
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Iowa Automotive Recyclers 

Hill Day Agenda 

January 12, 2012 
 

7-9 am  Legislative Breakfast - Legislative Dining Room 

 

10 am - MEET Senate Majority Leader Mike Gronstal 

 

10:30 ï 1:30 Members meet with Legislators from their home  

districts & Jim Piazza, Jr. 

 

2 pm - MEET Senate Minority Leader Jerry Behn 

 

3 pm ï Joint Meeting - Speaker of the House Kraig Paulsen and 

House Majority Leader Linda Upmeyer. 

 

4 pm - Meet with House Minority leader Kevin McCarthy. 
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Want to say thanks to Sue and Jim and Big Mike for 

our day at the Capitol.   If you ever thought it might 

be a waste of your time, donôt.    If you ever thought 

that we spend too much money for a lobbyist, 

donôt.   Without Jim, all the offices and doors that 

were opened would have been much tougher to open 

and see the key people that we saw. Without Sue 

sending the emails and making contacts and helping 

Jim with his work, it would not have been as smooth 

as it was.  Attending the 1st Annual IAR Hill Day  

was very educational. For the most part they (the Leg-

islators) are as normal as the rest of us.  Donôt get me 

wrong, a few have the ñivory tower syndrome.ò All in 

all it was a very good day. I would just ask that more 

IAR members come out next year.  I know it takes 

time away from work, there is no question about that. 

But if you look at the long term effects of having a 

presence in the capitol, it would more than outweigh 

the time away from your business. I truly believe we 

can agree on that. Itôs just making the time to go! 

Mike keep sending the emailsé 

Tom Snyder, Clarinda, Iowa 

It was a gooood day for Iowa Auto Recyclers on  

capitol hill at our 1st Hill Day event.  All the people we 

met at the state house stopped and took a lot of time for 

us and listened to what we  had to say. It was a very re-

warding day for me.   

 

Thanks to Sue and Jim for setting it 

up and I do believe we have the best 

man for that job with Jim there! He 

did very well for us. Jim got us in to 

all the right people, a task not easily 

done.   

 

I do want to thank Mike Swift for telling me to go! It was 

a good day for me and I do think a lot of you would agree 

if you would have went so remember that next year! We 

will see you there!              

from the President, Brent Nugent 



Legislative Priorities 2012 
 

Iowa Automotive Recyclers  

Support licensing clarification for automotive 
recyclers in Iowa. 

 

Iowa Automotive Recyclers  

Support a level playing field for insurance pool 
buyers to be regulated by existing DOT rules. 

 

Iowa Automotive Recyclers  

Support continuing education and standards 
for recycling license holders. 

 

Iowa Automotive Recyclers  

Support VIN reporting for salvage vehicles 
processed by all entities. 

 

Iowa Automotive Recyclers  

are licensed and permitted businesses  

operating in cooperation with law enforcement.  

 

Iowa Automotive Recyclers  

www.IowaAutoRecyclers.com 

Hill Day 

2012 

http://www.IowaAutoRecyclers.com

